1 Bittan

[bookmark: _GoBack]Michael Bittan
Professor Pope
English 101
31 July 2016
Essay # 2 – Purchasing the correct dog 
	Dogs come in all different shapes, dimensions, and temperaments. Some are large, calm, and gentle while others can be small, wild, and surly. In fact, one dog may be gifted and do difficult stunts, and another, as humorous as it sounds, could be half-witted and barely able to chase a ball. No one can choose the family he is born into; however, an owner has a choice when selecting a dog to bring home as part of his family. (Thesis statement) When deciding what dog is the right one to bring home, one must first take several important factors into consideration to ensure a good match for both the dog and its owner.
	Researching the breed of a dog is crucial in deciding what breed of dog is suitable.  (Topic sentence) Hence, research is the very first step to making the best selection in the end. There are a countless number of breeds and many more hybrid or mixed breeds to choose from. Furthermore, each breed has different activity levels, health issues, lifespans, personalities, and number of coats. For example, a small, agile dog that copes very well with mountainous terrain, the Shiba Inu breed, is highly intelligent, and very active, with a life expectancy of 12 – 15 years while the Golden Retriever, a part of the Sporting group, stands 18-24 inches tall, weighs 50-75 pounds, and lives 10-12 years. The Shiba Inu is also charming, alert, faithful, and fearless, compared to the Golden Retriever who is reliable, friendly, kind, trustworthy, and intelligent. (Concluding sentence) Consequently, learning the basic information about a dog is an essential part of making the right choice.
(Topic sentence) Moreover, examining each dog’s health issues to prepare for future expenses and considering the pricing to purchase each type of dog is important. Each breed is prone to a number of diseases and conditions. For instance, Bulldogs are prone to heart disease, and Beagles are susceptible to numerous eye conditions and ear infections. Each health event can cost the owner money for veterinarian’s visits, medications, etc. Along those same lines, in regards to purchasing the animal, the prices for dogs can range from a relatively inexpensive adoption fee from an organization or the pound to an outrageous amount of money for an extremely rare breed. (Concluding sentence) Therefore, doing one’s homework on the health issues and the pricing for each type of dog can help the potential owner to be informed about future health issues and the money and time to care for the animal, as well as allow him to stay within his budget at the time he purchases the dog.  
	(Topic sentence) Next, the person needs to decide on a place to purchase the animal. Four such places to purchase animals can be categorized as animal rescues, local stores, breeders, and private owners. Animal rescues (or shelters) are great places to find a dog in need of a good home. These dogs may be a bit older and have unknown history. This should not be a deterrent but rather a precaution. Many kind and loving dogs are found in rescues and shelters. The second place to purchase animals is a local animal store. Stores usually have young dogs of different breeds for sale at a higher price than at shelters. The third place to purchase a dog is from a breeder. The breeder usually has one type of breed with a strong bloodline. He also is usually knowledgeable on the select breed and can answer any questions the perspective owner may not have found while conducting research on the animal.  In addition, the local breeder is usually the best place to find a specific breed, and sometimes he may be the only one in the area who has that specific breed. Lastly, sometimes individuals sell or give away their pet’s offspring. Again, the owner of the litter can usually provide information from the perspective of being the owner of an adult of that breed.  In addition, many places will have applications, interviews, and background checks to make sure the perspective owner is prepared for the responsibility of caring for a dog. (Concluding sentence) All in all, any of these four options for obtaining a dog is an acceptable path to take.
	(Topic sentence) Lastly, a perspective owner must be prepared to care for his new companion. One must be prepared for the financial commitment, as well as the time and energy it takes to care for a dog. After all, the dog must be trained, fed, walked, taken the veterinarian, and most of all loved. When the owner plans a vacation, for example, he must plan to either board, leave him with someone, or take the animal with him. (Concluding sentence) Taking on a new pet is a huge responsibility, and one must be prepared for everything that comes with bringing their new pet home. 
	(Conclusion) Dogs are often considered to be “man’s best friend”.  That said, it is also a very important decision the potential owner must make, and it should not be taken lightly. Therefore, conducting research, learning about health issues, financial planning, deciding where to purchase the animal, and being ready for a life change that could last anywhere from 10 – 20 years should be considered when making this important choice. In the end, having a happy dog and a happy owner means job well done.

